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Ladies in White Laura Pollan Movement  

Repression Report for the month of May 2015  

During the month of May, members of the Ladies in White movement have been victims of a series of 

repressive actions, abuses and beatings by agents of the Department of State Security.  

Since the second half of March, the increase of police violence led by State Security agents, and 

supported by the Rapid Response Brigades has increased considerably.  

Once more, the Ladies in White Laura Pollan movement has been the target of repression. Violence, 

arbitrary arrests, accompanied by beatings and acts of vandalism, has increased considerably, proof of 

which is documented in the numbers at the end of this report.   

In May, 239 arrests against the Ladies in White were reported. All Ladies in White delegations report 

arrests weekly, but the highest amount recorded are in the Havana province. 

The authorities have begun applying immobilization techniques using metal handcuffs that are 

extremely tightened for up to 10 hours, which has even caused lacerations and should dislocations. The 

victims of these violent arrests remain out of communication for hours, they are not allowed to drink 

water or eat food women bring them from their homes. In isolated cases they allowed the food but they 

are forced to eat with their handcuffs on. These acts demonstrate the extremism of these attacks, which 

qualify as cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.  

In May, more than 20 members of the movement have received medical treatment caused by blows 

received. One of the most notable cases was the beating who handed Yaquelin Boni Hechavarria May 31 

which still show consequences. As Aliuska Gomez, who was hit by a member of the Interior Ministry 

(MININT) until he lost consciousness. 

The Ladies in White condemn the attitude of the government that violates all rights, we are peaceful 

fighters, convinced of the justness of the cause we defend and we attend the right to demand respect for 

our individual liberties. 

Below is a comparison chart of the progressive increase of repression. 

2015 Months Number of Ladies in White 
Arrested 

 Enero      40  

 Febrero      58 

 Marzo      88 

 Abril      147 

 Mayo     239 
 

NOTE: May also 154 violent arrests against human rights activist from different organizations that 
Sunday after Sunday accompany and support us in our activities were reported. 



 
Reported : Magaly Suarez Otero Norvis. 
 
Board National Movement Damas de Blanco Laura Pollan. 
 


